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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This report represents the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report which incorporates the 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the emerging Redbourn Neighbourhood Plan. It is 

for consultation with the relevant statutory authorities and other interested stakeholders. 

1.2 SEA is a requirement of the EC Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the impacts of certain 

plans and programmes on the environment. It is implemented in England through the 

‘Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004’. 

1.3 The objective of the ‘SEA Directive’ is: 

‘To provide for a high level of protection to the environment and to 

contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the 

preparation and adoption of the plans…with a view to promoting sustainable 

development’ (Article 1, Appendix 1) 

1.4 The requirement for an SEA emerges from Schedule 10, paragraph 8(2)(f) of the Localism Act 

which states that a draft Neighbourhood Development Order (or Plan) “meets the basic 

conditions if the making of the order does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU 

obligations”. In this case, the relevant EU obligations are represented by the SEA Directive. 

1.5 This SEA is in accordance with Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Regulations. 

The Scoping Report 

1.6 The Scoping Report has been developed in accordance with government guidance for 

undertaking SEA in compliance with the SEA Directive. 

1.7 According to the guidance, the complete process has five stages resulting in the Environmental 

Report, which should be implemented in turn. Each stage comprises a number of subsidiary 

tasks, some of which should be implemented alongside each other and lead to the development 

of a specific output. The Scoping Report is the first stage of the SEA of the Redbourn 

Neighbourhood Plan associated with it. Stage A explains the process used in this Scoping Report 

and is presented below in Table 1.1. While the table may infer a sequential process, in practice, 

stages A1 to A4 inform each other, e.g. one has to have an understanding of the environmental 

issues (A3) to assess the relevant plans, programmes (A1) and requirements for baseline data 

collection (A2). 

1.8 Consultation on the scope of the SEA is required under the SEA Directive and the Scoping Report 

guidance detailed above. It is a requirement that the Scoping Report is sent to three statutory 

Consultation Bodies with environmental responsibilities, as listed:  

 The Environment Agency  

 Historic England 

 Natural England  

1.9 The consultation duly undertaken with these bodies sought to:  

 ensure the methodology for the proposed SEA/SA is comprehensive to support the Redbourn 

Neighbourhood Plan; 

 provide an opinion on the suitability of the SEA/SA objectives;   

 advise on the key sustainability issues as far as they relate to SEA/SA; and 
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 provide advice to ensure the baseline data is appropriate and sufficient.  

Table 1.1: Work Requirements for the Scoping Report 

Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on 
the scope 

Sub-Stage Tasks Key Outputs 

A1  
Identify links to other 
relevant plans, 

programmes and 

sustainability objectives 

Defines how the plan is affected by 
outside factors and suggests ideas for 

how any constraints can be addressed 
Assessment of 
requirements of SEA/ 

Collection and 
evaluation of key 

datasets 
A2  

Collect baseline/ 

environmental data  

Provision of an evidence base for 

sustainability issues, effects prediction 

and monitoring 

A3  
Identify sustainability 

issues/problems 

Used to focus the SEA and streamline the 

subsequent phases, including baseline 
information analysis, setting of the SEA 

Framework, prediction of effects and 

monitoring 

Assessment of 

requirements of SEA 

A4  
Developing the SEA 

framework  

A process to enable the sustainability of 

plan to be appraised 

SEA/SA framework 

consisting of 

Sustainability 
Objectives (Table 

5.1) based upon 
National, Regional 

and Local issues. 

A5  
Consulting on the 
scope of the SEA  

Carried out with statutory bodies and 
other relevant organisations with social, 

environmental or economic responsibilities 
to ensure the appraisal covers the key 

sustainability issues 

Revisions to 
Sustainability 

framework 

 

 

Redbourn Neighbourhood Plan  

1.10 The Redbourn Neighbourhood Plan area is shown in Figure 1.1 and is contiguous with the parish 

boundary. 
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Figure 1.1: Redbourn Neighbourhood Plan designated area 
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1.11 The Redbourn Neighbourhood Plan is being developed through an extensive programme of 

engagement with the local community. The primary settlement in the parish is Redbourn village 

with the majority of the population living within its limits. Therefore the focus of the plan has 

been on addressing the needs of the community that live within the village. 

1.12 The Neighbourhood Plan has been produced by local residents although Redbourn Parish Council 

has driven the Plan forward. The Plan provides a vision for the development of the village and 

parish up to 2031: 

1.13 The vision for Redbourn parish is as follows: 

‘In 2031, Redbourn is still a pleasant village to live in. It has retained its village feel 

along with its particular individual characteristics, including its high quality built 

heritage, high street and its green and spacious setting.   

Where development has taken place, this has been focused on providing for Redbourn’s 

changing needs. The barrier created by not having enough of the type of properties 

that people want has been broken down. Additional smaller units have been built, 

enabling both young first-time buyers and older ‘downsizers’ to remain in the village 

(with all new dwellings built to Lifetime Homes standards so that they are capable of 

adaptation as people’s needs change through their lives).  This has been achieved with 

development that is in keeping with the character of Redbourn, in particular ensuring 

that historic and listed buildings remain protected.  

Redbourn has become a thriving hub for small, start-up businesses. The growing trend 

of self-employment has created a large number of start-up businesses and the provision 

of incubator space to complement that already at the Hot Office, has provided for those 

seeking small office and workspace facilities on flexible terms. More residents now work 

locally.  

The High Street is thriving in both daytime and evening and the appearance of the High 

Street reflects that. This has been anchored by the re-location of Redbourn Library to 

co-locate with the Fire Station at the northern end of the High Street, providing 

additional car parking for easy access to both the Library and High Street shops. The 

Redbourn Care Group’s bus garage has been retained as part of the redevelopment, 

enabling the Care Group to help the less able members of the community. A pedestrian 

crossing has ensured easy access to the site.  

Redbourn remains a village with a distinct identity sitting in a rural setting. Development 

has served to improve access to the countryside surrounding Redbourn, which itself is 

protected from inappropriate development. This means that more Redbourn residents 

are able to enjoy the countryside including the Ver Valley’s Nature Reserve which is run 

by a local community group of volunteers.   

Redbourn Common is well loved and continues to provide a physical heart to the 

community, enjoyed for leisure activities by all. More formal leisure activities have been 

improved through the enhancement of the Redbourn Leisure Centre.   

The proportion of journeys made by non-car modes has increased. This is not only due 

to the improved shopping on the High Street and number of local jobs, but also through 

improved cycle links, bus services and footpaths to nearby towns. This has been 

delivered through contributions from development and pride of place has been taken by 

improvements to access along the Nickey Line.’ 
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1.14 The objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan as identified through engagement with the community 

are as follows: 

 Objective 1: Retain Redbourn’s role as a village with a strong heritage located in a high 

quality and accessible countryside setting. 

 Objective 2: To provide for the changing housing needs of the community, particularly 

the growing need for smaller properties by first-time buyers and older ‘downsizers’. 

 Objective 3: Make Redbourn a hub for start-up business and commercial enterprise. 

 Objective 4: Protect the valued green spaces in Redbourn and provide new community 

facilities and recreation space to address the needs of the growing population. 

 Objective 5: Increase walking and cycling movements through improved footpath and 

cycle path provision. 

1.15 At district level, the development plan consists of the St Albans District Local Plan Review 1994 

along with the Waste Core Strategy 2012, Waste Site Allocations DPD 2014 and the 

Hertfordshire Minerals Local Plan 2007. The plans relating to waste and minerals address matters 

that are, for the purposes of a neighbourhood plan, excluded development. In addition, the St 

Albans District Local Plan Review 1994 is out-of-date when considered against the NPPF.  

1.16 A review of the Local Plan has commenced and an Issues Consultation was held in January and 

February 2018. A Publication Draft was signed off for consultation by the SADC Cabinet on 21st 

June 2018, with the consultation due to be undertaken in September and October 2018. This 

Publication Draft identifies five objectives. Each of the Neighbourhood Plan objectives is 

presented in Table 1.3 below and is assessed against these five objectives of the St Albans Local 

Plan Publication Draft. The intention is to establish whether there are any conflicts. 

Table 1.3: Objectives of the Redbourn Neighbourhood Plan compared to the strategic 

objectives of the St Albans District Local Plan Publication Draft (September 2018) 

Neighbourhood Plan Objectives St Albans District Local Plan Publication 
Draft - Strategic Objectives to deliver the 

Plan Vision 

Retain Redbourn’s role as a village with 
a strong heritage located in a high 

quality and accessible countryside 
setting. 

An overall strategy that sets out the pattern and 
scale of development 

Sufficient homes, workplaces and more affordable 
housing, of the types needed locally, in the right 

locations 

Design, Conservation and Enhancement of the 
natural, built and historic environment 

To provide for the changing housing 

needs of the community, particularly the 
growing need for smaller properties by 

first-time buyers and older ‘downsizers’. 

Sufficient homes, workplaces and more affordable 

housing, of the types needed locally, in the right 
locations 

 

Make Redbourn a hub for start-up 

business and commercial enterprise. 

Appropriate retail, leisure and other commercial 

development 

Protect the value green spaces in 
Redbourn and provide new community 

Design, Conservation and Enhancement of the 
natural, built and historic environment 
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1.17 The assessment in Table 1.3 is also relevant information informing Stage A1 of the SA Scoping 

process. 

 

Approach to engagement 

1.18 It is recognised that the approach to engagement is vital to a successful plan. The community of 

Redbourn parish - including its residents and businesses – have been able to properly input into 

the process of developing the vision and objectives, considering options and then establishing 

the preferred set of options that make up the draft Neighbourhood Plan.  

1.19 In order to develop the Neighbourhood Plan, Redbourn Parish Council set up a Neighbourhood 

Plan team which comprises Parish Councillors and a number of local volunteers. This team has 

put together a programme of engagement activities which has ensured that the community has 

the opportunity to input at every stage. This it has done using a range of methods: 

 Using the Redbourn Parish Council website (http://www. 

http://www.redbournparishcouncil.gov.uk/) as a central hub for information. 

 Using local newsletters and newspapers to notify people of upcoming events. 

 Running engagement events, both as drop-in events and specific workshops. 

 Regularly engaging with key stakeholders, including landowners. 

 Reporting back on the outcomes of key activities so that the community is able to 

understand the progress being made. 

facilities and recreation space to address 

the needs of the growing population. 

Increase walking and cycling 

movements through improved footpath 

and cycle path provision. 

Infrastructure and Community Facilities to support 

and enhance the lives of communities 

Sufficient homes, workplaces and more affordable 
housing, of the types needed locally, in the right 

locations 
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2 RELEVANT PLANS, PROGRAMMES AND SUSTAINABILITY 

OBJECTIVES (STAGE A1) 

2.1 This section provides a summary review of the policy context relevant for the Neighbourhood 

Plan. Starting at the international level and working down in scale this covers the key policies 

that the Neighbourhood Plan should adhere to or consider. While it is common sense to ensure 

the Plan and SEA/SA reviews these requirements, it is also a requirement of the SEA Directive 

which states that the Environmental Report should include: 

“an outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or programme and 

relationship with other relevant plans and programmes” 

“the environmental protection objectives, established at international, 

Community or Member State level, which are relevant to the plan or 

programme and the way those objectives and any environmental 

considerations have been taken into account during its preparation”  

[Annex 1(a) and (e) of the SEA Directive] 

2.2 Within this context it is stated in the NPPF that work for Neighbourhood Planning is 

proportionate with the scale and ambitions of the plan. We have therefore considered a range of 

relevant polices and plans for this assessment considering international, national, regional (East 

of England), and local (County and District) plans and policies. 

International context 

Key objectives Key targets/indicators Key implications for NP 
and SEA 

EU Habitats and Conservation of Wild Birds Directives (92/43/EEC and 
79/409/EEC) 

To conserve fauna and flora 

and natural habitats of EU 
importance by the 

establishment of a network 

of protected areas 
throughout the European 

Community. This was 
designed to maintain both 

the distribution and 
abundance of threatened 

species and habitats. 

Identifies endangered habitats 

and species requiring 
protection and need for re-

establishment of denuded 

biotopes. 
Protected areas should be 

created, maintained and 
managed. 

Plans should take account 

relevant SPA and SAC sites. 
If negative impacts are 

anticipated appropriate 

assessments should be 
undertaken. 

Above protecting the 
integrity and interest of 

European sites, the NP 
should consider objectives to 

protect and if possible, 

enhance biodiversity. 

EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) 

To expand the scope of 

water protection to all 
waters, surface waters and 

groundwater. 
 Achieve ‘good status’ for 

all waters by 2015. 

 Water management 

should be based on river 

basins and a ‘combined 
approach’ of emission 

Prevent deterioration in the 

status of aquatic ecosystems, 
provide protection and 

improve ecological condition: 
 achieve at least good 

status for all water bodies 

by 2015 (or later subject 

to specific criteria). 
 meet the requirements of 

WFD protected areas 

Plan should consider any 

significant hydrological / 
hydrogeological factors and 

ensure integration with 
existing catchment 

management plans. 

Plan should consider 
including objectives to 

protect and enhance water 
resources, quality and 
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Key objectives Key targets/indicators Key implications for NP 

and SEA 

limit values and quality 

standards. 

 Water management 

should include the closer 
involvement of 

community. 

 promote sustainable use 

of water 

 conserve habitats and 

species that depend 
directly on water 

 progressively reduce or 

phase out pollutants that 

pose significant threats to 
the aquatic environment / 

groundwater 
 help mitigate the impacts 

of floods and droughts. 

ecological function. 

EU Directive on Ambient Air Quality and Cleaner Air for Europe (2008/50/EC) 

Establishes limit values and 

alert thresholds for 
concentrations of key 

pollutants in ambient air 
including sulphur dioxide, 

nitrogen dioxide (NO2)/ 
oxides of nitrogen and 

particulate matter (PM2.5 and 

PM10).  
Maintain ambient air quality 

in areas where it is good and 
improve it in others.  

Sets limit values and alert 

thresholds for concentrations 
of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen 

dioxide and oxides of 
nitrogen, particulate matter 

and lead.  
 

The Plan should consider 

(where relevant) the levels of 
sulphur dioxide, nitrogen 

dioxide and oxides of 
nitrogen, particulate matter 

and lead in ambient air.  
Plan should consider 

maintaining ambient air 

quality and including 
objectives with the aim of 

reducing air pollution and, 
where possible, enhancing 

air quality in respect of key 

pollutants.  

EU Waste Directive (2008/98/EC) 

Sets the basic concepts and 

definitions related to waste 
management, such as 

definitions of waste, 
recycling, recovery. It 

explains when waste ceases 

to be waste and becomes a 
secondary raw material (so 

called end-of-waste criteria), 
and how to distinguish 

between waste and by-
products. 

 

Sets the basic concepts and 

definitions related to waste 
management, such as 

definitions of waste, recycling, 
recovery. It explains when 

waste ceases to be waste and 

becomes a secondary raw 
material (so called end-of-

waste criteria), and how to 
distinguish between waste 

and by-products. 
 

Sets the basic concepts and 

definitions related to waste 
management, such as 

definitions of waste, 
recycling, recovery. It 

explains when waste ceases 

to be waste and becomes a 
secondary raw material (so 

called end-of-waste criteria), 
and how to distinguish 

between waste and by-
products. 

 

EU Thematic Strategy on Air Pollution 

Establishes interim objectives 
for air pollution in the EU and 

proposes appropriate 
measures for achieving 

them.  It recommends that 

current legislation be 
modernised, be better 

focused on the most serious 
pollutants and that more is 

done to integrate 
environmental concerns into 

other policies and 

Establishes interim objectives 
for air pollution in the EU and 

proposes appropriate 
measures for achieving them.  

It recommends that current 

legislation be modernised, be 
better focused on the most 

serious pollutants and that 
more is done to integrate 

environmental concerns into 
other policies and 

programmes.  

Establishes interim objectives 
for air pollution in the EU and 

proposes appropriate 
measures for achieving them.  

It recommends that current 

legislation be modernised, be 
better focused on the most 

serious pollutants and that 
more is done to integrate 

environmental concerns into 
other policies and 

programmes.  
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Key objectives Key targets/indicators Key implications for NP 

and SEA 

programmes.  

Europe 2020: A strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, European 

Commission 2010 

The European strategy for 

achieving growth up to 2020 

focuses on: 
- smart growth, through the 

development of knowledge 
and innovation; 

- sustainable growth, based 

on a greener, more resource 
efficient economy; and 

- inclusive growth, aimed at 
strengthening employment, 

and social and territorial 
cohesion. 

The European strategy for 

achieving growth up to 2020 

focuses on: 
- smart growth, through the 

development of knowledge 
and innovation; 

- sustainable growth, based 

on a greener, more resource 
efficient economy; and 

- inclusive growth, aimed at 
strengthening employment, 

and social and territorial 
cohesion. 

The European strategy for 

achieving growth up to 2020 

focuses on: 
- smart growth, through the 

development of knowledge 
and innovation; 

- sustainable growth, based 

on a greener, more resource 
efficient economy; and 

- inclusive growth, aimed at 
strengthening employment, 

and social and territorial 
cohesion. 

 

National and regional context 

2.3 In this section we summarise the most relevant regional and local plans and policies making the 

assumption that these include the relevant international and national sustainability objectives. 

2.4 The Planning system has undergone a period of change following the introduction of the 

Localism Act 2011 and the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) in 2012. 

2.5 This has heralded significant changes including to the planning system and provides a greater 

emphasis on localism. European Regulations still apply as does much of the legacy planning 

guidance – until it is revised for the NPPF. 

2.6 The NPPF stresses the importance of sustainability running as a ‘golden thread’ throughout plans 

and policies. 

 

Key objectives Key 

targets/indicators 

Key implications for NP and 

SEA 

National Planning Policy Framework (July 2018) 

The planning system has three overarching 

objectives:  

 an economic objective – to help build a 

strong, responsive and competitive 
economy, by ensuring that sufficient land 

of the right types is available in the right 
places and at the right time to support 

growth, innovation and improved 

productivity; and by identifying and 
coordinating the provision of 

infrastructure; 

 a social objective – to support strong, 

vibrant and healthy communities, by 

ensuring that a sufficient number and 
range of homes can be provided to meet 

the needs of present and future 

No specific targets Plan should contribute to the 

objective of achieving 

sustainable development (social, 
economic and environmental).  

SA Objectives should reflect the 
overarching objectives and 

policies set out in the NPPF.  

The Plan should:  
 contribute to minimising 

impacts and providing net 

gains in biodiversity where 
possible.  

 contribute to the 

Government’s commitment 
to halt the overall decline in 

biodiversity – including by 

establishing coherent 
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Key objectives Key 

targets/indicators 

Key implications for NP and 

SEA 

generations; and by fostering a well-

designed and safe built environment, 

with accessible services and open spaces 
that reflect current and future needs and 

support communities’ health, social and 
cultural well-being; and 

 an environmental objective – to 

contribute to protecting and enhancing 
our natural, built and historic 

environment; including making effective 

use of land, helping to improve 
biodiversity, using natural resources 

prudently, minimising waste and 
pollution, and mitigating and adapting to 

climate change, including moving to a 

low carbon economy.  

ecological networks that are 

more resilient to current 

and future pressures. 
 contribute to the 

conservation, and where 

appropriate, enhancement 
of the historic environment. 

 
 

 

 
 

1990 Town and Country Planning Act 

Section 66: 

Requires special regard for the desirability of 
preserving listed buildings and their settings.  

 
Section 72: 

Special attention to be paid to the desirability 

of preserving or enhancing the character or 
appearance of conservation areas. 

 The NP must ensure that the 

listed buildings and their 
settings are not affected by 

proposed development. 
 

The NP should consider policies 

to preserve and enhance the 
character of conservation areas. 

The Waste (England & Wales) Regulations 2011  

To encourage/ensure waste arises/is dealt 
with further up the waste hierarchy.  

Divert waste disposal away from landfill.  

Target of 50% of 
household waste to be 

recycled.  
 

Plan must have regard to the 
amended waste hierarchy. 

Policies and objectives should 
where possible encourage waste 

to be re-used, recycled or have 

value / energy recovery. If 
possible the Plan should 

discourage landfilling of waste.  

Waste Management Plan for England, Defra 2013 

Provides an analysis of the current waste 

management situation in England and fulfils 
the mandatory requirements of article 28 of 

the revised Waste Framework Directive. 

Provides an analysis of 

the current waste 
management situation in 

England and fulfils the 

mandatory requirements 
of article 28 of the 

revised Waste 
Framework Directive. 

Provides an analysis of the 

current waste management 
situation in England and fulfils 

the mandatory requirements of 

article 28 of the revised Waste 
Framework Directive. 

UK Climate Change Act 2008  

The Act introduced a statutory target for 
reducing carbon emissions.  

Target of reducing 
carbon emissions by 80 

per cent below 1990 

levels by 2050, with an 
interim target of 34% by 

2020.  

Planning can make a 
contribution to mitigating and 

adapting to climate change by 

influencing the location, scale 
and character of development.  

The plan should include policies 
/ objectives that contribute 

towards achieving lower carbon 

emissions and greater resilience 
to the impacts of climate 
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Key objectives Key 

targets/indicators 

Key implications for NP and 

SEA 

change.  

Flood and Water Management Act 2010  

Improve the management of flood risk for 
people, homes and businesses.  

To protect water supplies.  

Local Authorities to 
prepare flood risk 

assessments, flood maps 

and plans.  
EA to prepare Local 

flood risk management 
strategies.  

Plan should take account of 
flooding and water 

management issues and 

strategies and consider the 
inclusion of policies / objectives 

to reduce flood risks and other 
impacts on the water 

environment.  

 

Carbon Plan: Delivering our low carbon future 2011  

Government-wide plan for action on climate 

change at domestic and international levels.  

Includes a range of 

sector-based plans and 
targets for low carbon:  

 building  

 transport  

 industry  

 electricity  

 agriculture, land 

use, forestry and 
waste  

The Plan should include policies 

/ objectives that contribute 
towards achieving lower carbon 

emissions.  
 

Mainstreaming sustainable development 2011  

This refreshed vision builds upon the 
principles that underpinned the UK’s 2005 SD 

strategy, recognising the needs of the 

economy, society and the natural 
environment, alongside the use of good 

governance and sound science.  
 

Promises a new set of 
indicators from DEFRA 

that link initiatives and 

include wellbeing.  
 

Plan should take account of 
climate change and promote 

sustainability through 

sustainable, low carbon and 
green economic growth.  

Air Pollution: Action in a Changing Climate, Defra 2010 

Seeks to reduce air pollution by focusing on 
the synergies between air quality and climate 

change. 

Seeks to reduce air 
pollution by focusing on 

the synergies between 

air quality and climate 
change. 

Seeks to reduce air pollution by 
focusing on the synergies 

between air quality and climate 

change. 

Door to Door: A strategy for improving sustainable transport, DfT 2013 

The strategy considers what is necessary to 
ensure that people can be confident in 

choosing sustainable transport. 

The strategy considers 
what is necessary to 

ensure that people can 
be confident in choosing 

sustainable transport. 

The strategy considers what is 
necessary to ensure that people 

can be confident in choosing 
sustainable transport. 

The East of England Biodiversity Delivery Plan (East of England Biodiversity Forum)  

Provides a coherent vision to safeguard and 
enhance the regions biodiversity and wildlife.  

Embed a landscape scale approach to 
restoring whole ecosystems in the working 

practices and policies of all partners.  
Create the space needed for wildlife to 

respond to climate change.  

Enable all organisations in the East of 
England to support and improve biodiversity. 

Provides a framework for 
the delivery of 

biodiversity targets 
through biodiversity 

opportunity areas and 
habitat and species 

targets.  

 

The NP should consider 
objectives to protect and where 

possible, enhance biodiversity.  
 

Thames River Basin District River Basin Management Plan 

Prepared under the Water Framework To improve the water The NP needs to consider the 
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Key objectives Key 

targets/indicators 

Key implications for NP and 

SEA 

Directive, the plan is about preserving the 

benefits of water for society, economy and 

wildlife in the Thames River Basin District 
and the actions that will address issues 

facing them. 

environment by 2021, 

the plan aims to prevent 

deterioration of the 
status of surface waters 

and groundwater; to 
achieve objectives and 

standards for protected 
areas; to achieve ‘good’ 

status for all water 

bodies or ‘good 
ecological potential’ for 

heavily modified bodies; 
to reverse any significant 

and sustained upward 

trends in pollutant 
concentrations in 

groundwater; the 
cessation of discharges, 

emissions and losses of 
priority hazardous 

substances into surface 

waters; and to 
progressively reduce the 

pollution of 
groundwater. 

impact of proposed 

development on water quality 

and seek to improve 
environments. 

Anglian draft Flood Risk Management Plan 

To set out where and how to manage flood 
risk to provide most benefit to communities 

and the environment. 

 The NP needs to consider the 
impact of proposed 

development on water quality 

and seek to improve 
environments. 

 

County/local context 

2.7 Hertfordshire County Council prepares statutory land use plans for waste and minerals policy. In 

November 2012, Hertfordshire County Council adopted a Waste Core Strategy and Development 

Management Policies DPD which covers the period to 2026. A Waste Site Allocations DPD was 

adopted in July 2014. A Minerals Local Plan was adopted in 2007. 

2.8 A key element of the plan for minerals is to recognise the significant effect that the winning and 

working of minerals can have on the local environment.  The plan seeks to encourage the 

efficient use of materials; safeguard mineral resources into the long-term; keep impacts on the 

environment and people to a minimum; to ensure sensitive practices to preserve the quality of 

the environment; and to enable stakeholder participation. The waste plan aims to place 

significant emphasis on waste prevention, reduction, reuse and recycling to minimise waste to 

landfill. 

2.9 These documents comprise the most up-to-date statement of the Authority’s land-use planning 

policy for waste and minerals. 
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Key objectives Key targets/indicators Key implications for 

Neighbourhood Plan and 
Sustainability Appraisal 

Hertfordshire Water Framework Directive Guidance 

To support the Environment Agency and 
consider objectives defined in RBMPs and 

facilitate the objectives of Water 
Framework Directive legislation. 

To support the Environment 
Agency and consider 

objectives defined in RBMPs 
and facilitate the objectives of 

Water Framework Directive 

legislation. 

To support the Environment 
Agency and consider 

objectives defined in RBMPs 
and facilitate the objectives of 

Water Framework Directive 

legislation. 

Local Flood Risk Management Strategy for Hertfordshire 

To provide assessment of and a 

management plan for surface runoff, 
groundwater and ordinary watercourses 

reflective of local risk 

To provide assessment of and 

a management plan for 
surface runoff, groundwater 

and ordinary watercourses 
reflective of local risk 

To provide assessment of and 

a management plan for 
surface runoff, groundwater 

and ordinary watercourses 
reflective of local risk 

Hertfordshire Local Transport Plan 2011-2031  

To ensure that the transport system is 

safe, efficient and resilient in order to 
serve the needs of business and residents 

across Hertfordshire whilst minimising 
environmental impact. 

The plan aims to support 

economic development and 
planned dwelling growth; 

improve transport 
opportunities for all and 

achieve behavioural change in 
mode choice; enhance quality 

of life, health and the natural, 

built and historic environment; 
improve the safety and 

security of residents and other 
road users; and to improve 

resilience whilst reducing 

transport’s contribution to 
greenhouse gas emissions 

The NP should consider 

objectives to broaden 
transport choices and 

encourage their uptake. 

Hertfordshire Waste Development Framework 2012 

The Waste Core Strategy sets out vision, 
objectives and spatial strategy for waste 

planning up to 2026.  The policy will, 
together with the Joint Municipal Waste 

Management Strategy, form the basis for 

a longer term spatial strategy.   
 

The vision and objectives are 
underpinned by the principles 

of sustainable development; 
planning permissions are 

determined on their own 

merits and there are no 
targets to monitor. 

The Plan should consider how, 
within the context of a 

growing population in 
Redbourn, waste generation 

can be minimised with 

forthcoming developments. 

Hertfordshire Waste Site Allocations – July 2014 

The document identifies allocated sites 
and Employment Land Areas of Search 

required to meet the need for additional 
waste management capacity in the county 

to meet the sustainable development 

objective set out in the Waste Core 
Strategy. 

No targets  

Hertfordshire Mineral Consultation Areas – Supplementary Planning Document 2007 

The document identifies the areas of the 
county where particular care is needed to 

prevent the unnecessary sterilisation of 
sand and gravel resources and to set out 

the method for cooperation between 

County and District/Borough councils to 
protect these resources. 

No targets The NP should facilitate 
Mineral Consultation Area 

requirements 
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Key objectives Key targets/indicators Key implications for 

Neighbourhood Plan and 
Sustainability Appraisal 

Hertfordshire Minerals Local Plan Review, 2002-2016  

To map and record the value and variety 
of the Suffolk landscape.  

No targets Plan should ensure that the 
development strategy is in 

keeping with the local 
landscape typologies  

 

Hertfordshire Strategic Green Infrastructure Plan, 2011 

The plan serves as a strategic level Green 
Infrastructure Plan which identifies further 

work required to deliver green 
infrastructure. 

The plan identifies 
opportunities for linking and 

connecting greenspaces, 
providing alternative 

greenspace provision, and 
looks to ways to influence 

sustainable living modes and 

transport choices. 

The NP should identify 
opportunities to link existing 

local green infrastructure with 
strategic level infrastructure. 

Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan 2014-2019 

The management plan seeks to conserve 

the unique character, setting and 
landscape of the Chilterns AONB.  

The management plan seeks 

to: 
 Conserve and enhance the 

wildlife value of all habitats 

 Enhance ecological 

networks so that they are 
bigger, better, more 

resilient, joined up and 

dynamic 
 Ensure that the wider 

benefits of the natural 

environment are 
understood and recognised 

 Encourage more people to 

develop a greater 

understanding of and 
involvement in wildlife 

conservation 

The NP should include 

measures to recognise and 
mitigate impact on the 

Chilterns AONB. 

Redbourn Conservation Area Statement – January 2011 

To assess the key features of the 

Conservation Area and to provide a 
Conservation Area Management Plan 

No targets The Plan should ensure that 

policies which relate to 
planning applications that will 

come forward within the 

Conservation Area should 
reflect its features and 

attributes. 
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District policy context 

2.10 Redbourn is a parish of St Albans and is within St Albans City and District Council for planning 

purposes. The 1994 St Albans City and District Local Plan serves as the currently adopted 

development plan for the parish. 

2.11 The weight given to policies from the plans above will depend upon the degree to which they 

conform to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which in the event of any conflict will 

take precedence.  

2.12 Table 1.3 of this Scoping Report considers the relationship between the objectives of the 

Neighbourhood Plan and those of the St Albans Local Plan Publication Draft and demonstrates 

that there is general conformity. 

2.13 It should be noted that, at the present time, several parishes in St Albans District have created 

or are in the process of forming Neighbourhood Plans which could impact on Redbourn 

Neighbourhood Plan.  These include for Harpenden Town and Harpenden Rural Parish. 
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3 BASELINE DATA AND KEY SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES 

(STAGES A2 & A3) 

3.1 The SEA Regulations require that certain environmental topics are included within the 

environmental baseline collected to inform the SEA. The topics required by the SEA Regulations 

are shown in Table 3.1. 

3.2 The SEA Scoping Report summarises the current state of the environment and also identifies key 

trends and pressures for the future. The information is categorised under topics, although it 

must be recognised that many of the topics are interlinked.  

Table 3.1: Topics and their relevance to the Redbourn Neighbourhood Plan 

Topic Relevance to the Redbourn NP 

Nature conservation  Potential for new site allocations to impact on the habitats 

of species within areas of nature conservation value 

Landscape Potential for new site allocations to impact on the landscape 

Water Risk of flooding impacts on where people live and can 
impact on the economic prosperity of an area. 

The way in which water is drained off of land, including 
road and other hard surfaces, can be important to the level 

of flood risk experienced in an area. 

Soils Potential for site allocations and development to impact on 
best agricultural soils or important geological sites. 

Heritage Historic environment features can be vulnerable to damage 

and other impacts from neglect, decay or development 
pressures. 

Air and Climate Potential for new site allocations to create pollution through 

additional congestion. 

Human characteristics Potential for the plan to impact on human health, 

particularly positively though improvements to walking, 
cycling routes, etc 

Roads and transport Development could impact on congestion on the road 

network and create pedestrian safety problems, particularly 
in Redbourn village centre 

Infrastructure Development could have an impact on the infrastructure 

necessary to keep society running smoothly 

Economic characteristics Development could impact on the ability of communities to 

function effectively (in their interaction with services) and 

on the economic prosperity of an area. 
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3.3 The information was compiled from a wide range of information sources. Firstly information 

came from the draft Neighbourhood Plan and associated work conducted to support it. As part of 

the widespread consultation work to support the plan this has included feedback from a range of 

consultees. There are also a number of key reports relevant to the environment of the area and 

some of their key findings have been summarised here – they are referenced through the text, 

as are various data sources used to provide maps and statistics. This section presents topics 

relevant to the Neighbourhood Plan and while it seeks to be comprehensive only the key issues 

are included to keep the document manageable. 

Nature conservation and biodiversity 

3.4 There are a number of designations throughout Redbourn with most habitats being designated is 

the south of the Neighbourhood Plan area around the banks of the River Ver.  These include 

grasslands and coastal grazing marshes. 

3.5 In addition there are a number of deciduous woodlands around the parish, mainly bordering the 

built-up area at the south of the village. 

3.6 There are three areas of ancient woodland in the parish: 

 Northfield Spring in the north of the parish, covering an area of approximately 3km 

 An unnamed area in the north-west of the parish, covering an area of approximately 1.6km 

3.7 This is shown in Figure 3.1a and in more detail for the areas around Redbourn village in Figure 

3.1b. 

3.8 There are a number of Local Wildlife Sites across the Neighbourhood Plan area or close to its 

boundary. These are detailed in Appendix A. 

3.9 Close to the boundary of the Neighbourhood Area is the Redbournbury Chalk Pit, a Regionally 

Important Geological/Geomorphological Site (RIGS). It totals 0.78 hectares. 
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Figure 3.1a: Key environmental features - parish 
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Figure 3.1b: Key environmental features – village 

 

 

3.10 Of relevance to nature conservation and biodiversity is the fact that there are 83 individual 

allotment plots across 3 sites in the village: Greyhound Meadow (20 plots), Long Cutt (23 plots) 

and Tassell Hall (40 plots). 
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Species 

3.11 Figure 3.2 shows the locations of existing habitats, both those that qualify and do not qualify 

under Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act. 

Figure 3.2: Existing habitats 

 

Source: Herts Environmental Records Centre 
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3.12 There are a number of areas within and around Redbourn village in particular where existing 

habitats do not qualify under S.41 of the NERC Act. A key area where the existing habitats do 

quality is along the Nickey Line, to the east of the village.  

3.13 Data from the Herts Environmental Records Centre identifies records of 936 species in the 

parish. This is broken down as follows: 

 Vertebrates – 150 (75% of these are birds) 

 Invertebrates – 298 (67% of these are moths 

 Higher plants – 392 (98% are flowering plants) 

 Lower plants – 96 

3.14 Of these 936 species, 15% have rare/protected status. The most common (62%) are bird 

species, with 22 species on the IUCN ‘Red list’ of globally threatened species.  

Landscape 

3.15 Redbourn is a predominantly rural parish. The Hertfordshire Landscape Character Area 

Statements1 lists the following landscape character areas within the parish: 

 Revel End Plateau borders the parish to the west of the built-up area.  It includes gently 

undulating upland with a discontinuous field pattern.  Predominant land uses are arable 

farmland and patches of pasture.  This area is affected by the proximity of the M1 and 

several uses at the edge of the village, including school playing fields and recreation 

grounds.  

 Upper Ver Valley surrounds the parish to the north, east and south. It contains the 

disused railway line, now the Nickey Line footpath and cycle way.  The area is a broad, 

open river valley with gentle slopes and reaching views.  It contains large arable fields 

and open, gently undulating valley slopes.  Historical settlements here follow the river 

and there is a narrow strip of wetland habitats along the valley floor to the south of 

Redbourn.  Traffic along Roman Road partly disturbs the nature of the character. 

 The Gorhambury Estate landscape character area lies between St Albans and Redbourn 

and features the 16th century ruins of Old Gorhambury and a later country house.  The 

ruins are prominently located in elevated positions and parkland plantings and other 

landscaping distinguish the area.  It contains views over arable and pasture fields in 

undulating landforms. 

 

Air and Climate 

3.16 Redbourn is located within the Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire Air Pollution and Monitoring 

Network. There are no air quality management areas (AQMAs) in or close to the parish of 

Redbourn. 

Water 

3.17 The south and west part of the village is within the flood catchment of the River Ver.  This 

continues along the north part of the Neighbourhood Plan Area boundary as well as through the 

                                                           
1https://www.stalbans.gov.uk/Images/SP_SLP_ENV005HertfordshireLandscapeCharacterAreaStatementsStAlb
ansDistrict_tcm15-54905.pdf 
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south east of the plan area. Flood risk in the parish occurs along the course of the River Ver, 

where the south and east of the built-up area of the village are exposed to Flood Zones 2 and 3.  

This affects a notable portion of the conservation area.   

3.18 This is shown in Figures 3.3a and 3.3b below. 

Figure 3.3a: High flood risk areas (parish) 
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Figure 3.3b: High flood risk areas (village) 
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Soil and Geology 

3.19 The National Soils Map (NSRI 20012) suggests that the single soil type that is present in the 

parish is slightly acid loamy and clayey soils with impeded drainage.  

3.20 The Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) provides a method for assessing the quality of 

farmland to enable informed choices to be made about its future use within the planning system. 

Published by Natural England3, the ALC provides a classicisation in 5 grades using a number of 

criteria including climate (temperature, rainfall, aspect, exposure, frost risk), site (gradient, 

micro-relief, flood risk) and soil (depth, structure, texture, chemicals, stoniness). The scales 

ranges from 1 (high quality) to 5 – poorest. 

3.21 The NPPF (paragraph 112) states that relevant planning authorities should take into account the 

economic and other benefits of the best and most versatile agricultural land. Where significant 

development of agricultural land is demonstrated to be necessary, local planning authorities 

should seek to use areas of poorer quality land in preference to that of higher quality. The ALC 

for Redbourn is shown in Figure 3.4 below. 

3.22 This shows that the majority of agricultural land in the parish is Grade 3 (good to moderate), 

with some areas in the south of the parish comprising Grade 2 land (very good).  There are also 

some areas of Grade 3a and 3b land in the southwest of the parish. 

3.23 The land type in Redbourn is represented in its historical setting.  The village lies on the chalky 

upland area of western Hertfordshire near the valley of the River Ver.  This area is part of the 

south Chilterns and has been settled and extensively farmed since the late Bronze Age. 

 

                                                           
2 National Soil Resources Institute (2001). National Soil Map. Cranfield University.   
3 http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/4424325     

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/4424325
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Figure 3.4: Map of agricultural land classification 

 

Source: Natural England 
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Heritage 

3.24 The Hertfordshire Historic Environmental Record (HER) records that there are 159 heritage 

assets and features within two kilometres of the centre of Redbourn village. These consist of a 

range of features, the predominant one being listed buildings. 

3.25 There is a single Scheduled Monument in the parish – The Aubreys Camp is located on the 

grounds of the Aubrey Park Hotel.   It is one of a series of Iron Age earthworks located in the 

wider region. 

3.26 The parish includes 117 listed buildings, of which 1 is grade I, 112 are grade II and 4 are grade 

II*. Of this total, 84 are in or near the Redbourn village Conservation Area, with the remainder 

being outside the settlement. This is shown in Figures 3.5a and 3.5b. 

3.27 The Grade I listed building is St Marys Church in the far south-west of the village and the Grade 

II* listed buildings are Cumberland House and The Priory, both close to the High Street. 

3.28 Redbourn Conservation Area was designated in 1969 and extended in 2001.  Within the original 

boundary is most of the former Saxon and Medieval village settlement.  The wider boundary 

includes distinct areas like Church End, the Common and the High Street.   

3.29 The extension to the character area in 2001 included Scout Farm, the fire station and Crown 

Street.  The most recent Conservation Area Character Appraisal was adopted in January 2011. 

3.30 The centre of the village and the High Street have historically been important to Redbourn with 

periods of activity dating back to Saxon times.  Redbourn High Street follows the line of the 

Roman Watling Street.  A series of coaching inns and shops were maintained through the 16th 

and 17th centuries as the road served as the first stop on the mail route through to the Midlands 

in the Georgian era.  

3.31 Though traditional local and rural industries have seen some decline, the historical architecture 

of Redbourn village centre has been retained.  This is represented at the Common, where a 

variety of historical to modern architecture can be seen. 

3.32 This is reflected in the substantial number of the listed buildings in the conservation area, 

particularly in the number of the statutory listed buildings along the high street which comprises 

a variety of medieval to late-18th century architecture.  These are primarily located either on or 

close to the High street or at Church End.  

3.33 The open countryside and farmland surrounding Redbourn rises around the River Ver and 

contributes significantly to its character and appearance.  Traditional boundary walls and 

pedestrian ways also form an important part of the character of the area.  

3.34 Adjacent to the south-eastern boundary of the parish is the Shafford Mill Conservation Area. This 

principally consists of 19th century farm buildings and cottages.  

3.35 Adjacent to the southern boundary of the parish is the Gorhambury Registered Park and Garden 

(Grade II). 
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Figure 3.5a: Listed buildings and Conservation Area in Redbourn (parish) 
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Figure 3.5b: Listed buildings and Conservation Area in Redbourn (village) 
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Social and economic indicators 

3.36 The 2011 Census recorded that the population of Redbourn parish was 5,344 persons, living in 

2,032 households. Between 2001 and 2011, the population grew by 360 persons, or 7.2%. 

Comparatively, St Albans District’s population grew by 9.0%. Over the same period, the number 

of households grew by 165 (8.1%) in Redbourn and by 3,481 in St Albans District (6.6%). This 

number will reflect the number of new houses built over the decade and also possibly the sub-

division of existing properties into multiple households.  

3.37 There has been a broad trend in the increase in population and number of households across the 

wider district but the rate of increase appears to be marginally lower than in Redbourn parish. 

3.38 A notable barrier for access to housing in Redbourn is house prices – both in relative and 

absolute terms. In March 2018, the average price of a terraced house in the AL3 postcode area 

(covering Redbourn) was £346,0004. Based on a 95% mortgage, a couple would need a 

combined income of £110,000, or a single person an income of £94,000, to be able to buy such 

a property.  This number in part reflects a lack of appropriate size and type housing for young 

families and downsizers in the Parish. 

3.39 Table 3.2 shows the general health of the population. This shows that Redbourn has health 

levels similar to St Albans district and slightly better than the national average. 

Table 3.2: General health, 2011 

 Redbourn 
parish 

St Albans 
district 

England 

Very good health 53% 55% 46% 
Good health 32% 32% 35% 
Fair health 11% 10% 14% 
Bad health 3% 2.5% 4% 
Very bad health 1% 0.5% 1% 

Source: 2011 Census 

Roads and transport 

3.40 The M1 runs adjacent to the west of the main village of Redbourn, accessible via the A5183 and 

leading to nearby Luton to the north.  The B487 links the village with Harpenden three miles to 

the east and Hemel Hempstead four miles to the west. 

3.41 Redbourn village is five miles from St Albans Station and six miles from Hemel Hempstead 

Station.  Rail services run from Luton and Bedford via the Thameslink route through Harpenden 

and St Albans to Sutton, Wimbledon and Brighton. 

3.42 The village is served by a number of local bus routes connecting to Dunstable, Luton, St Albans, 

Hemel Hempstead, Harpenden and Hatfield.  However, these services are infrequent.   

3.43 The village has and a high level of car usage, thus creating congestion easily particularly on the 

High Street.  The centre of the village is served by the village hall car park and on street parking.  

The hall does not provide enough spaces for its own needs during events and thus spiilover can 

occur. 

3.44 There has been a noticeable shift towards cycling as an alternative mode of transport.  The 

opening of the Nickey Line to pedestrians and cyclists allows access to nearby resources in 

                                                           
4 Source: www.home.co.uk 

http://www.home.co.uk/
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Harpenden and Hemel Hempstead.  This link serves as an important connection for students as 

Roundwood Park Secondary School is the main school for secondary age students in Redbourn.  

Other main cycle ways include on the Common and the A5183 route to St Albans. 

3.45 Improved links with St Albans like separated cycle paths could help continue the uptake of 

cycling as an alternative mode of transport in Redbourn as well as to nearby local services, 

particularly in St Albans as a primary service centre for Redbourn. 

Infrastructure 

3.46 Redbourn has the following community infrastructure assets: 

 Several places of worship, including historic churches like St Mary’s Church 

 The Nickey Line, a cycle and footpath to Harpenden and Hemel Hempstead  

 Redbourn Leisure Centre, a key asset serving the population supporting a variety of sports 

clubs and recreational uses 

 A Health Centre, dental practice and local pharmacy 

 Community library 

 Village hall 

 Nursery and Foundation schools as well as Redbourn Junior School 

 Redbourn Village Museum 

 A veterinarian 

 Allotments  

 A small number of pubs and restaurants 

 A range of shops, including the Bike Loft 

Economic characteristics 

3.47 Redbourn’s levels of economic activity are generally similar to the district and regional figures. 

does have slightly higher levels of self-employed people without employees, suggesting a 

significant number of people working for themselves.  It also has a slightly higher proportion of 

retirees at 17% of the population. 

3.48 This is shown in Figure 3.7. 
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Figure 3.7: Economic activity, 2011 
 

  

Source: 2011 Census 

3.49 Redbourn is strongly represented in the public sector and retail and repair sectors in line with the 

district and region.  The village and district are comparatively strongly represented in the 

professional, scientific, and technical services sector when compared to the region.  This is partly 

reflected in the proportion of self-employed residents.  Redbourn is also represented in IT and 

construction services. This is shown in Figure 3.8. 

Figure 3.8: Type of industry, 2011 

 

Source: 2011 Census 
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3.50 Figure 3.9 shows that around 17% of the population have no qualifications. This is better than at 

the regional level but is slightly higher than in St Albans district.  By contrast, the proportion that 

have been educated to Level 4 or above, i.e. degree level, is very high, at 40%.  Though this 

lags relatively to the district’s 46%, it is reflected by the most prominent sectors in the district 

and village. 

Figure 3.9: Qualifications of residents aged 16 and over 

 

Source: 2011 Census 
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4 KEY SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES 

SWOT analysis 

4.1 Table 4.1 has been informed by the issues identified in the Neighbourhood Plan engagement 

events and consultation, and the baseline information collected in Section 3. 

Table 4.1: SWOT analysis of issues facing Redbourn parish 

Strengths 
 Strong desire to keep local library – good 

uptake of facilities 

 Historic environmental setting of village with 

assets like Redbourn Common 

 Local business provision with start-up 

culture with demand for expansion of local 
range of services 

 Location of services on high street aiding its 

use and upkeep whilst allowing easier 
access to facilities like Library and Fire 

Station 

 Valued greenspaces in the village and rural 

village setting surrounded by Green Belt 
 Some green infrastructure used by cyclists 

and pedestrians walking to school 

Weaknesses 
 Local high-street provision patchy and 

somewhat limited – i.e. no 

butchers/fishmonger 

 Public infrastructure – library has good 

bones but needs updates and 
reinvigoration with improved facilties, i.e. 

conference room and maybe combined 
with childcare services 

 One local surgery and one dental surgery 

after move of The Elms 

 Ageing population and lack of housing to 

retain existing residents (demand for 
elderly accommodation/Redbourn as a 

retirement village) 
 Lack of appropriate accommodation for 

young families in addition to housing 

prices being expensive. 
 Parking issues across village 

 Leisure centre requires enhancement 

Opportunities 
 To convert above-shop space into 

residential accommodation  

 Combine transitioning primary educational 

needs with nearby St Lukes 
 Fire station could be converted to 

retirement uses with some retail sites  

 Improve traffic with addition of lights, 

careful landscaping to preserve views 

 Encouraging opportunities and improving 

movement for pedestrians and cyclists 
 Spaces for businesses with demand to 

retain and improve local offering, 

particularly through support and retention 
of space for small-scale businesses 

 Provision of community activities and 

services to appeal to younger residents and 
families 

 Use of Redbourn Common for leisure 

activities and to serve as heart of the 

community, Redbourn Leisure Centre 
improved for more formal events 

 Development should improve access to 

countryside surrounding Redbourn, i.e. Ver 
Valley’s Nature Reserve 

 Connect extant cycle links to proposals for a 

Green Ring around St Albans city 

Threats 
 Threats to high street pubs and Italian 

restaurant 

 High business rates threat to local small 

and start-up businesses – desire for 
artisan activity in empty shops 

 Conversion of businesses to non-business 

use 

 No secondary school in Redbourn and 

local needs could lead to loss of schools 
in Redbourn (issue for after-school 

activities and sense of community 
involvement) 

 Library not in central position, prompting 

car travel and less footfall 
 Lack of suitable space for events like 

village fetes etc 

 Loss of young presence in village – lack 

of homes, threat to schools etc. 

 Traffic issues – speed coming into village, 

no traffic lights, speed limits too high, 
issues with accessibility and poor parking 

practice 
 Housing at periphery of village has the 

potential to be insensitive to the 

surroundings and historic character 
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Key issues 

4.2 There are a number of sustainability issues and challenges facing the parish. While Redbourn 

parish offers a high quality historic environment to residents and local businesses, the 

Neighbourhood Plan will need to manage and seek to resolve a series of issues over its lifetime 

including facilitating local business, meeting housing and transport needs, and preserving its 

prominent historic and natural setting.  

4.3 In the absence of a Neighbourhood Plan (and due to the dated guidance in the St Albans District 

Local Plan 1994), there will be fewer opportunities to address the issues and challenges facing 

the parish, as well as contributing to a reduction in the potential benefit to the community. 

Table 4.2: Challenges and impacts of not having a neighbourhood plan 

Challenges facing Redbourn 

Parish 

Effect of not having a neighbourhood plan 

Problem of traffic volume and lack of 
pedestrian/cyclist safety at junctions 

Residents lives will be further blighted and safety will be 
worsened by traffic movements 

Scale of housing growth District Plan policies are outdated and the heritage setting 

of the village could be at risk 

Lack of affordable housing for parish 

residents 

No suitable sites for housing for local people would be 

delivered 

Supporting an ageing population Potential issues of care/support and a lack of local homes 
suitable for the needs of older people 

Inadequate and potentially reducing 

public transport options 

Increased dependence on the private car and increasing 

isolation for those unable to afford a car 

Support and flexibility for local 

businesses 

The needs of businesses to start may be restricted by 

current policies 

Retention of vibrant town centre Issues of parking and congestions in town centre and loss 
of local shops and services 

Infrastructure improvements such as 

cycle and footpaths, crossings, 
parking, and community facilities 

Funding for infrastructure requirements may not arise and 

provision of community facilities may not keep up with 
growing demand 

Pressures for development in 

countryside 

Expanding settlement boundaries may compromise 

heritage and landscape setting 

Loss of agricultural land to 

development 

Could result in unnecessary loss of agricultural land due to 

unplanned development coming forward through 

speculative applications 

Poor access to services and facilities Increased dependence on the private car to access 

services especially in nearby areas like St Albans and 

Harpenden 

Need to maintain and enhance the 

high quality natural environment 

Could result in unnecessary impacts on biodiversity and 

rich natural setting of the parish due to unplanned 
development coming forward through speculative 

applications 

Need to protect and enhance the 
historic buildings and environment of 

the parish 

Could result in unnecessary impacts on heritage assets 
due to unplanned development coming forward through 

speculative applications 
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5 SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL FRAMEWORK (STAGE A4) 

5.1 In order to undertake the Sustainability Appraisal process for the Neighbourhood Plan, it is 

necessary to identify sustainability objectives and indicators to enable an assessment to be made 

of the emerging options and allow for recommendations and mitigation measures to be 

proposed. The sustainability objectives have emerged through the following considerations: 

 through the review of documents listed in Section 2 

 as identified in the baseline section (Section 3) 

 to help address sustainability issues known locally 

 to help address the ‘weaknesses’ and mitigate the ‘threats’ outlined in the SWOT analysis 

(Section 4) 

5.2 The proposed sustainability objectives and indicators (Sustainability Framework) for the 

Sustainability Appraisal of the Neighbourhood Plan are as shown in Table 5.1 below: 

Table 5.1: Sustainability objectives and criteria for the Redbourn Neighbourhood 

Plan 

Sustainability 
theme 

Objectives Criteria 

1/Env To preserve and enhance the natural 

beauty of Redbourn in terms of its 
geology, landform, soils, biodiversity, 

water systems and climate 

 

- Will the site impact on areas of 

environmental sensitivity, e.g. SSSIs, 
biodiversity action plan areas, 

local/county wildlife sites, ancient 

woodlands? 
- Is the site wholly located in the 

floodplain (more than 50% in flood 
zone 3)? 

- Is the site under threat from surface 

water flooding? 
- Would development result in the loss 

of best and most versatile agricultural 
land?  Is this land clearly suitable for 

farming? 

2/Env To protect the landscape setting of 
Redbourn village by focusing 

development in or around the village 
and on previously developed land 

- Does this site stand alone in open 
countryside or is it adjacent to/within 

main settlement? 
- Would development have a 

detrimental impact on the landscape? 

- Is the site greenfield or previously 
developed land? 

- Would development conflict with 
neighbouring uses? 

3/Env To protect the identity and local 

heritage of Redbourn 

- Does the site impact on a 

Conservation Area, listed building(s), 
Scheduled Monument and/or 

Registered Park and Garden? 
- Would development of the site result 

in the loss of any archaeological 

remains? 

4/Soc To ensure that housing addresses 

the needs of the existing community 

- Is the site capable (by virtue of size) 

to accommodate the housing needs of 
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Sustainability 

theme 

Objectives Criteria 

of Redbourn all identified groups? 

- Is the site large enough to provide for 

affordable housing needs (i.e. the site 
is capable of delivering 25 or more 

dwellings/ on a site of 1 hectare or 
more) on site? 

5/Soc To ensure that they community has 

adequate access to the key services 
it needs, including health facilities, 

convenience shops and schools 

- Is the site capable of providing safe 

and/or improved linkages to the 
village centre? 

- Is the site within a desirable or 
acceptable walking distance of the 

village centre? 

6/Soc 
 

 
 

7/Soc 

To ensure that the community has a 
high quality and healthy lifestyle 

 
 

To ensure the provision of a range 

of community facilities that provide 
for the needs of the community 

- Does the site create the opportunity to 
provide new community infrastructure 

and/or green open space in an 
accessible location for the wider 

community? 

- Is the site capable of providing safe 
and improved linkages to community 

facilities/centre of the village? 
- Would the site be potentially subject 

to unacceptable noise or air pollution 

from neighbouring uses or would 
there be any hazards to a high quality 

and healthy lifestyle? 

8/Econ To maximise the potential of existing 

employment/employers and support 

the need for new employment 
opportunities, particularly start-ups 

- Will development of the site result in 

the loss of commercial business 

premises?  If so, will there be 
significant job losses? 

- Will the development provide an 
opportunity to deliver start-up space 

on site? 

- Will the development provide new 
employment to serve local needs? 

9/Soc To improve safe and sustainable 

movement around the parish and to 
the village by a range of modes 

- Can the site be accessed by vehicular 

traffic? 
- Will the site impact on any existing 

footpaths or other public rights of way 
(PROW)? 

- Is the site on a safe cycling route into 
the village or does it create the 

opportunity to deliver a new cycle 

route? 
- Does a site, by virtue of its location 

and scale, have a severe impact on 
the existing highway network? 

- Is the site within a desirable or 

acceptable walking distance from 
nearest bus stop? 
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6 ASSESSMENT OF SUSTAINABILITY OF PLAN POLICIES 

AND SITE OPTIONS 

6.1 The sustainability appraisal objectives shown in Table 5.1 will be used to assess the sustainability 

of the plan policy options and of the site options. In respect of the sites, this appraisal will be 

undertaken on all of the sites submitted and the information presented to the community as part 

of the ongoing engagement process in order to understand which sites are the most sustainable 

and are best able to deliver against the objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

6.2 In order to ensure a comprehensive approach, possible sites for development were gleaned from 

the SADC Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) process and from a separate 

Call for Sites process undertaken by the Redbourn Neighbourhood Plan group. 

6.3  

6.4 For each sustainability objective, the assessment will give a score in respect of the relevant 

criterion. The score will be made on the following scale: 

 Strongly positive  

 Slightly positive         

 Neutral           

 Slightly negative 

 Strongly negative     

6.5 A commentary will also be provided for each criterion on each site in order to provide more 

context to the ‘five-point’ assessment.  

6.6 The same assessment will be used to address the plan policies against alternatives. 

6.7 Table 6.1 below relates the sustainability objectives back to the key concerns and valued aspects 

of the parish that were raised by the community. These were identified by the community 

through the engagement process on the neighbourhood plan and informed the SWOT analysis in 

Section 4. 

Table 6.1: Comparison of sustainability objectives with valued aspects and concerns 

raised by the community of Redbourn 
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VALUED ASPECTS          

Countryside and 
landscape √ √  √ 

 
   

 

Heritage of town   √       

Range of community 

facilities 
    

 
 √ √ 

 

Shops and services in 

town centre 
   √ √   √ 

 

Alternative transport      √ √  √ 

          

CONCERNS          

Traffic speed/volume         √ 

Public transport         √ 

Cycling/walking      √ √  √ 

Vulnerability of 

services 
    √  √ √ 

 

Lack of affordable 

housing 
   √ 

 
   

 

Housing mix not 
suitable for local needs  

   √ 
 

   
 

Loss of rural character √ √ √       

Local employment 
opportunities 

    √   √  
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7 NEXT STEPS 

7.1 This Scoping Report will be subject to consultation for a 5-week period. Following the close of 

consultation, all comments will be considered and will help influence the draft SEA/SA Report. 

7.2 As the Neighbourhood Plan is developed, the strategy, policies and site options will be tested 

against these sustainability objectives, to identify appropriate policies for inclusion in the Plan. All 

realistic policy options will be appraised against the Sustainability Framework set out in Section 5 

of this report, in order to ensure that the policies chosen for the Redbourn Neighbourhood Plan 

are the most sustainable, given all realistic alternatives. 
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Appendix A  Local Wildlife Sites 

 

Site Name Grid 

Reference 

Area 

(ha) 

Area in 

Parish 

(ha) 

Ratified Description 

Great Revel End 

Farm 

TL085112 3.94 3.94 1997 Site supporting a wide range of species characteristic of old and relatively undisturbed 

neutral grassland. Plants of particular note recorded include Sweet Vernal-grass 

(Anthoxanthum odoratum), Downy Oat-grass (Helictotrichon pubescens), Quaking Grass 
(Briza media), Pignut (Conopodium majus), Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), 

Common Sorrel (Rumex acetosa), Germander Speedwell (Veronica chamaedrys), 
Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Meadow Vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis), Field 

Wood-rush (Luzula campestris) and Burnet-saxifrage (Pimpinella saxifraga). Lady’s 
Smock (Cardamine pratensis) and Celery-leaved Buttercup (Ranunculus sceleratus) have 

been recorded in damper parts. Habitat diversity is increased by extensive and well 

preserved earthworks of medieval and post-medieval settlements, including ridge and 
furrow, boundary banks and enclosures. Wildlife Site criteria: Grassland indicators. 

High Wood 

(Hemel 
Hempstead) 

TL076104 2.29 0 1997 Ancient woodland remnant mainly of Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Beech (Fagus sylvatica), 

Wild Cherry (Prunus avium) and Hybrid Black Poplar (Populus x canadensis) with some 
Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur), Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) and Sycamore (Acer 

pseudoplatanus) over Hazel (Corylus avellana) coppice. The ground flora includes 
Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Woodruff (Galium odoratum), Goldilocks Buttercup 

(Ranunculus auricomus), Broad Buckler-fern (Dryopteris dilatata), Wood Millet (Milium 
effusum) and Wood Meadow-grass (Poa nemoralis). Along the northern margin there is 

a hedge bank supporting Hazel coppice. Wildlife Site criteria: Ancient Woodland site with 

some semi-natural canopy and field evidence suggesting an ancient origin; shown on 
Bryant's map (1822) as two areas of woodland; woodland indicators. 

Nicholl's Great 

Wood and 
Rabbitfield Spring 

TL090127 4.34 3.95 1997 Two areas of ancient semi-natural Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur)/Hornbeam 

(Carpinus betulus) coppiced woodland with standards of Wild Cherry (Prunus avium), 
Beech (Fagus sylvatica), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and Sweet Chestnut (Castanea sativa). 

The coppice is mainly Hornbeam with occasional Field Maple (Acer campestre). Most Ash 
standards have been promoted from coppice. Sweet Chestnut (Castanea sativa) is 

present within Nicholl’s Great Wood. There is a sparse shrub layer of mainly Holly (Ilex 
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Site Name Grid 

Reference 

Area 

(ha) 

Area in 

Parish 
(ha) 

Ratified Description 

aquifolium), Hazel (Corylus avellana) and Elder (Sambucus nigra). The ground flora is 

species-rich, particularly in Rabbitfield Spring, with much Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-
scripta), with other indicator species recorded including Wood Sorrel (Oxalis acetosella), 

Wood Anemone (Anemone nemorosa), Broad Buckler-fern (Dryopteris dilatata), Yellow 
Archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon), Wood Melick (Melica uniflora), Wood Millet (Milium 

effusum) and Pignut (Conopodium majus). An old hedge is present on the wood bank 

along the southern edge, connecting the two areas of woodland. Large old coppice 
stools occur to the wood margins. Wildlife Site criteria: Ancient Woodland Inventory site; 

woodland indicators. 

Bury Wood (near 
Redbourn) 

TL094119 3.88 0 1997 Ancient semi-natural woodland of Ash (Fraxinus excelsior)/Pedunculate Oak (Quercus 
robur)/Hazel (Corylus avellana) and Beech (Fagus sylvatica)/Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) 

stand types. Hazel and Field Maple (Acer campestre) are present as coppice and there 
are also some old Wild Cherry (Prunus avium) and a large, very old Apple (Malus 

domestica (pumila)) recorded. The ground flora is dominated by Bluebell (Hyacinthoides 
non-scripta) and Wood Anemone (Anemone nemorosa) with other species noted 

including Broad Buckler-fern (Dryopteris dilatata), Yellow Archangel (Lamiastrum 

galeobdolon), Dog's Mercury (Mercurialis perennis), Wood Millet (Milium effusum) and 
Wood Melick (Melica uniflora). A large internal wood bank, boundary banks and 

occasionally dense hedges are present. Wildlife Site criteria: Ancient Woodland Inventory 
site; woodland indicators. 

Redding Wood TL096138 1.74 1.74 1997 Ancient semi-natural Oak/Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) woodland to the north of 

Redding Lane composed of predominantly Oak standards plus frequent Sycamore (Acer 
pseudoplatanus) over Hazel (Corylus avellana) coppice. The ground flora supports 

ancient woodland indicators dominated by Bluebells (Hyacinthoides non-scripta). There 
is also some Beech (Fagus sylvatica), Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris), Ash (Fraxinus 

excelsior) and Cherry (Prunus x fruticans) standards. The clipped hedge by the road 

includes Maple (Acer campestre), Privet, Elder (Sambucus nigra) and Holly (Ilex 
aquifolium). There is a conifer plantation on the opposite side of the road adjacent to 

the M1.  Wildlife Site criteria: ancient woodland with a semi-natural canopy and ancient 
features, on Bryant's map (1822), woodland indicators. 

Nicky Way 

Dismantled 
Railway 

TL090102 4.07 4.07 1997 Disused railway bordered by areas of rough neutral grassland, tall herbs, wooded 

hedgerow and scrub. The hedgerow supports a range of woody species including 
Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Hazel (Corylus avellana), Dogwood (Cornus 

sanguinea), Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) and Ash 
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Site Name Grid 

Reference 

Area 

(ha) 

Area in 

Parish 
(ha) 

Ratified Description 

(Fraxinus excelsior). Several woodland indicator species have been recorded such as 

Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Giant Fescue (Festuca gigantea), Dog's Mercury 
(Mercurialis perennis), Common Dog-violet (Viola riviniana) and Early Dog-violet (V. 

reichenbachiana). Species noted within the grassland habitat include Agrimony 
(Agrimonia eupatoria), Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Greater Knapweed 

(Centaurea scabiosa), Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Common Sorrel (Rumex 

acetosa) and Meadow Vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis). Wildlife Site criteria: Mosaic; 
woodland and grassland indicators. 

Lower Sawpit 

Wood 

TL087139 1.74 1.74 1997 Ancient semi-natural woodland with Beech (Fagus sylvatica) coppice and well-spaced 

standards within the main area plus some Wild Cherry (Prunus avium), planted Ash 
(Fraxinus excelsior) and a dense area of Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Elder 

(Sambucus nigra) and Holly (Ilex aquifolium). To the south-east a smaller area of 
woodland supports a more mixed assemblage of Beech, Wild Cherry, Pedunculate Oak 

(Quercus robur), Field Maple (Acer campestre), Hawthorn and Holly. The ground flora is 
dominated by Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) and Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) 

with other species recorded such as Pignut (Conopodium majus), Wood Sorrel (Oxalis 

acetosella), Wood Anemone (Anemone nemorosa), Wood Melick (Melica uniflora) and 
Woodruff (Galium odoratum). Banks border much of the wood, partly supporting 

hedges, and small pits are also present. Wildlife Site criteria: Ancient woodland with 
some semi-natural canopy; shown on Bryant's map (1822); woodland indicators. 

Trowley Bottom 

Farm Wood 

TL081135 2.05 0 1997 Old secondary semi-natural Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur)/Beech (Fagus 

sylvatica)/Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) woodland over Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and 
Hazel (Corylus avellana) coppice. The ground flora is quite diverse with a good number 

of woodland indicator species recorded including Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), 
Dog's Mercury (Mercurialis perennis), Woodruff (Galium odoratum), Wood Melick (Melica 

uniflora), Wood Millet (Milium effusum), Hairy-brome (Bromopsis ramosa), Sanicle 

(Sanicula europaea), Common Dog-violet (Viola riviniana) and Early Dog-violet (V. 
reichenbachiana). An old bank is present to the eastern edge with Beech, Wild Cherry 

and Field Maple (Acer campestre). To the south-east corner there is a narrow woody 
strip supporting similar species to the main wood. Wildlife Site criteria: Old secondary 

woodland with a semi-natural broadleaved canopy and varied structure; >2 ha; 

woodland indicators. 

Green Lane S. of 

Jack's Dell 

TL083135 1.24 0.20 1997 Ancient, part sunken, green lane which bifurcates at the eastern end. The lane supports 

substantial tree hedges along both sides, including large coppices of Ash (Fraxinus 
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Site Name Grid 

Reference 

Area 

(ha) 

Area in 

Parish 
(ha) 

Ratified Description 

excelsior), Hazel (Corylus avellana) and Field Maple (Acer campestre) plus large 

standards of Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) and Wild Cherry (Prunus avium). The 
ground flora supports a good range of woodland species including Wood Melick (Melica 

uniflora), Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Wood Millet (Milium effusum), Common 
Dog-violet (Viola riviniana), Hairy-brome (Bromopsis ramosa), Wood Meadow-grass (Poa 

nemoralis) and Giant Fescue (Festuca gigantea). Wayfaring Tree (Viburnum lantana) 

and the uncommon Hard Shield-fern (Polystichum aculeatum) have been recorded. 
Wildlife Site criteria: Wooded green lane with features and structure indicative of ancient 

origins; woodland indicators. 

St Agnell's Farm TL090136 0 0 1997 Building and environs important for protected species. Wildlife Site criteria: Species. 

Redbournbury 

Meadows 

TL121100 45.30 44.87 1997 Meadows representing one of the finest, sizeable stretches of relatively undisturbed river 

valley in Hertfordshire. They consist of a mosaic of marsh, grassland and scrub which 
border the River Ver and its associated streams and ditches. Herb-rich marshy 

grasslands are scattered throughout the site and support plants such as Ragged Robin 

(Lychnis flos-cuculi), Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris), Fen Bedstraw (Galium 
uliginosum), Marsh Ragwort (Senecio aquaticus), Water Horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile), 

Lady’s Smock (Cardamine pratensis) and Bog Stitchwort (Stellaria alsine). The aquatic 
and bank side vegetation is equally rich, typical of fine chalk streams, supporting Water-

cress (Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum) and a range of other species including Lesser 

Water-parsnip (Berula erecta) and Blue Water-speedwell (Veronica anagallis-aquatica). 
It is the only site in Hertfordshire for the aquatic liverwort Ricciocarpus natans, which is 

found in the ditches. The site is of considerable importance for wintering and breeding 
birds. Wildlife Site criteria: Grassland indicators; fen and swamp indicators; birds. 

The Nicky Line TL122145 5.87 0 1997 Disused railway line bordered by a species-rich mosaic of linear woodland and scrub and 

open areas, mainly alongside the central track, supporting rough grassland (calcareous 
in parts) and tall herbs. Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) and Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) 

are frequent in the canopy and the scrub is dominated by Hawthorn (Crataegus 
monogyna). A good woodland edge flora is present, particularly adjacent to Knott Wood, 

with species recorded including Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Dog's Mercury 

(Mercurialis perennis), Goldilocks Buttercup (Ranunculus auricomus) and Common Dog-
violet (Viola riviniana). Moschatel (Adoxa moschatellina) has been recorded and also of 

note are several coppiced and large Ash standards. Wildlife Site criteria: Mosaic site; 
woodland indicators; grassland indicators. 

Redbourn Chalk TL115127 2.44 0 1997 Experimental area of sown chalk banks. The trial consisted of seeding plots with 
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Site Name Grid 

Reference 

Area 

(ha) 

Area in 

Parish 
(ha) 

Ratified Description 

Embankment calcareous wild flower and grass mixtures, including a low maintenance grass mixture 

with White Clover (Trifolium repens) in a later trial. The established grassland now 
supports numerous indicator species including Agrimony (Agrimonia eupatoria), Quaking 

Grass (Briza media), Small Scabious (Scabiosa columbaria), Salad Burnet (Sanguisorba 
minor), Oxeye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Meadow Vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis), 

Lady’s Bedstraw (Galium verum) and Common Rock-rose (Helianthemum 

nummularium). Wildlife Site criteria: Grassland indicators. 

Rothamsted 

Broadbalk, Park 

Grass, Manor 
Wood & Knott 

Wood 

TL123129 29.50 0 1997 A world-renowned site for agricultural experiments. A large proportion of the area is 

arable but there is a mix of semi-natural habitats still remaining on the site including 

woodland, hedgerows and water bodies. Two areas of grassland are particularly 
important. The Broadbalk area is mainly used for wheat but some areas have been left 

untouched since 1882. The field supports several uncommon and declining species 
including the endangered Corn Bedstraw (Galium tricornutum). Some of the uncultivated 

areas are grazed and part has been left to revert to woodland (the main species are Ash 
(Fraxinus excelsior), Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) and Pedunculate Oak (Quercus 

robur) with a Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) understorey). Park Grass is an area of 

permanent grassland divided into experimental plots to determine the effects of 
fertilizers and liming. Part of the grassland is unimproved and includes an expanding 

colony of Fritillary (Fritillaria meleagris) that is as least as old as the experiment. The site 
includes Knott Wood, a small area of woodland included on the Ancient Woodland 

Inventory survey. It is mainly Beech (Fagus sylvatica) plantation with a few coppiced 

species. Rothamsted Manor includes a pond and established area of ornamental 
woodland with a range of fungi and colony of Violet Helleborine (Epipactis purpurata). 

Continuous moth recording over a long period of time has produced an extensive list of 
invertebrates including many which are rare or uncommon. Wildlife Site criteria: Mosaic 

site; part Ancient Woodland Inventory site; woodland indicators; grassland indicators; 
species. 

Northfield Spring TL102140 3.08 3.08 1997 Ancient semi-natural woodland with Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) and Hazel 

(Corylus avellana) coppice in the south gradually changing to more mixed deciduous 
species with Wild Cherry (Prunus avium), Field Maple (Acer campestre), Ash (Fraxinus 

excelsior) and Beech (Fagus sylvatica), then into Beech dominated woodland in the 

north. There are corresponding changes in the ground flora from abundant Wood Millet 
(Milium effusum) in the south to Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), ferns and Bramble 

(Rubus fruticosus agg.) in the north. Additional species recorded include Yellow 
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Archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon), Lady Fern (Athyrium filix-femina) and Wood 

Meadow-grass (Poa nemoralis). There is a mixed, somewhat diffuse, hedge around the 
margin. Wildlife Site criteria: Ancient Woodland Inventory site; woodland indicators. 

Redbourn 

Common 

TL101118 12.72 12.72 2000 A common mostly supporting semi-improved neutral grassland but with several areas of 

more acidic grass present. Species recorded include Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus 
acris), Bulbous Buttercup (Ranunculus bulbosus), Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), 

Common Sorrel (Rumex acetosa), Sheep’s Sorrel (Rumex acetosella), Common 
Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), Field Wood-rush (Luzula campestris), Heath Bedstraw 

(Galium saxatile) and Lady’s Bedstraw (Galium verum). There is an avenue of Limes 

(Tilia sp.) plus scattered planted trees including Sweet Chestnut (Castanea sativa), 
Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) and poplar (Populus sp.). The River Red flows across 

the southern end of the site, with shrubs and planted Willows (Salix spp.) and other 
trees along the banks, and supports a good diversity of marginal/aquatic species. 

Wildlife Site criteria: Grassland indicators. 

Hammondsend 
Wood 

TL122117 2.16 0 1997 Ancient semi-natural Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur)/Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) 
coppice-with-standards woodland with Wild Cherry (Prunus avium) and some scattered 

Elder (Sambucus nigra) and English Elm (Ulmus procera) scrub. There is some tree 
planting including Norway Spruce (Picea abies). The ground flora is quite diverse and 

supports species such as Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Wood Anemone 

(Anemone nemorosa), Wood Sedge (Carex sylvatica), Yellow Archangel (Lamiastrum 
galeobdolon), Dog's Mercury (Mercurialis perennis) and Wood Millet (Milium effusum). 

The uncommon Wood Barley (Hordelymus europaeus) has been recorded. A botanically 
rich hedge bank is present along the south-west margin. Wildlife Site criteria: Ancient 

Woodland Inventory site; woodland indicators. 

Ver Valley by 
Chequer Lane 

TL111113 6.47 6.47 1997 Disused watercress beds plus Hybrid Black Poplar (Populus x canadensis) and White 
Willow (Salix alba) plantations adjacent to the River Ver. The ground below the 

plantations is dominated by Common Nettle (Urtica dioica). The river and cress beds 
support a number of wetland species including (Typha latifolia), reed grasses, sedge 

(Carex sp.) and Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum) and, in addition Water-cress 

(Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum), aquatic species such as Water Starwort (Callitriche sp.) 
and Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga) have been recorded. Old hedges comprising 

mainly Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and Hazel (Corylus avellana) are present. 
Wildlife Site criteria: Fen and Swamp indicators. 

Hedge's Farm TL129105 2.20 1.54 1997 Remnant of ancient Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) coppice woodland with large 
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West Woodland Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) standards. Other structure trees include Wild Cherry 

(Prunus avium), Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and Beech (Fagus sylvatica) with some 
invading Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus). A wide wooded hedge with Hornbeam 

coppice extends south-west from the main body of the wood, where a large shallow pit 
is present. The hedge is situated on a bank with a wide shallow ditch, which disappears 

to the east and reappears in the main wood. The shrub layer is dominated by Elder 

(Sambucus nigra). The ground flora includes woodland indicators dominated by Dog's 
Mercury. Other species recorded include Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Yellow 

Archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon), Wood Melick (Melica uniflora), Wood Millet (Milium 
effusum) and Male Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas). Wildlife Site criteria: Ancient woodland 

and boundary hedge remnant with a semi-natural canopy and field evidence suggesting 

an ancient origin; wood fragments shown on Bryant (1822); woodland indicators. 

Bylands House 

Paddocks 

TL105133 2.27 2.27 1997 Two fields supporting semi-improved to unimproved neutral grassland. The fields 

support a similar community of grasses though the western meadow is the least 
improved. A number of indicator species are present such as Sweet Vernal-grass 

(Anthoxanthum odoratum), Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Meadow Buttercup 

(Ranunculus acris), Meadow Vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis), Field Wood-rush (Luzula 
campestris) and Common Sorrel (Rumex acetosa). The fields are mainly bordered by 

substantial hedges with large standards including Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), 
Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), Elder (Sambucus nigra), Hazel (Corylus avellana), 

Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) and Ash (Fraxinus excelsior). Wildlife Site criteria: 

Grassland indicators. 

Disused Railway 

Line, Hemel 
Hempstead 

TL064082 4.90 0.22 1997 Dismantled railway route with banks predominantly lined with old secondary woodland 

and scrub plus rare small areas of rough grassland and tall herbs where the canopy 
open out. The woodland comprises mainly Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Pedunculate Oak 

(Quercus robur) and Beech (Fagus sylvatica), including some old coppiced or pollarded 

(Beech) specimens. Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), Hybrid Black Poplar (Populus x 
canadensis) and Field Maple (Acer campestre) are locally prominent. The shrub layer 

varies in density and diversity through the site and is mainly of Hawthorn (Crataegus 
monogyna) and Elder (Sambucus nigra) with some Hazel (Corylus avellana), Holly (Ilex 

aquifolium) and scarce Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea). Species recorded within the 

grassier areas include Wild Carrot (Daucus carota), Perforate St John's-wort (Hypericum 
perforatum), Lesser Stitchwort (Stellaria graminea), Common Toadflax (Linaria vulgaris) 

and Wild Basil (Clinopodium vulgare). Wildlife Site criteria: Old secondary woodland with 
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a semi-natural character and varied structure; woodland indicators. 

Windmillhill Wood 
and adjoining 

woodland 

TL110083 17.48 0 1997 Landscape avenue and planted woodland incorporating some ancient woodland 
fragments. The woodland supports some large standards of Pedunculate Oak (Quercus 

robur), Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) and Horse-chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) 

with areas of younger Sycamore, Pedunculate Oak and Beech (Fagus sylvatica). There 
are a few Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) (coppice and pollards) and occasional Hazel 

(Corylus avellana), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and Holly (Ilex aquifolium) plus 
some conifer planting. The ground flora supports woodland indicators dominated by 

Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) with additional species recorded such as Dog's 

Mercury (Mercurialis perennis), Enchanter’s Nightshade (Circaea lutetiana), Yellow 
Archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon) and Wood Millet (Milium effusum). There is 

extensive Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.). Neutral grassland is present along the 
central avenue. Wildlife Site criteria: Ancient woodland fragments with a semi-natural 

canopy and ancient features; shown on Bryant (1822); woodland indicators. 

Bow Bridge Marsh 
& Plantation 

TL126087 8.73 0 1997 Open White Willow (Salix alba) plantations on damp alluvial soils supporting areas of tall 
herbs with some coarse grasses and swamp/fen vegetation. The site also comprises a 

stretch of the River Ver and side channel. Common Nettle (Urtica dioica) and Great 
Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum) are locally dominant and species present in the wetter 

assemblages include Lesser Pond-sedge (Carex acutiformis), Common Reed (Phragmites 

australis), Reed Canary-grass (Phalaris arundinacea), Meadowsweet (Filipendula 
ulmaria) and Greater Pond-sedge (Carex riparia). Other species recorded include Wild 

Angelica (Angelica sylvestris), Marsh Bedstraw (Galium palustre), Marsh Thistle (Cirsium 
palustre) and Greater Tussock-sedge (Carex paniculata). The watercourses support 

abundant emergent marginal vegetation, mainly of Reed Sweet-grass (Glyceria maxima), 
Lesser Pond-sedge and Common Reed. Wildlife Site criteria: Fen and swamp indicators. 

Kettlewell's Farm 

Area 

TL104083 0 0 1997 Buildings and environs important for protected species. Wildlife Site criteria: Species. 

Shafford Farm TL126093 0 0 2000 Buildings and environs important for protected species. Wildlife Site criteria: Species. 
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