
 

 

Re Environmental, Energy & Conservation 
 
The recent 2012/13 Redbourn Village Survey (RVS) did not address any of the above issues and 
recently the Redbourn Parish Council did have a short article in the Parish News regarding the 
Hertfordshire County Council proposal for super fast broadband but no Redbourn firms expressed 
any interest in faster internet access , thus the firms in Redbourn must be satisfies with current 
speed which around 6.00  
 
Similarly the RSV did not address either energy or conservation issues except that the latter issue 
was raised in regards to planning . There was strong support for the Conservation Area to be 
preserved as 94% considered that it should be preserved in order to retain Redbourn's 
architectural heritage but 68% agreed that there should be some flexibility to allow premises to be 
modernised but 57% were against , the Government's policy of allowing High Street commercial 
premises to be converted to private homes 
 
There are a number of reports by SADC and Herts CC that address the issues such as  
 
SADC Home Energy Conservation Plan 2013-2027. This has laudable aims of  60% carbon 
reduction of 2006 emission by 2025. It states that in the SADC  area 13.4% of the houses are in 
fuel poverty,that is where 10% of annual income is spent on fuel, although the figure is not broken 
down into individual area thus the figure for Redbourn is not given. The Council states that it 
wishes to reduce domestic energy consumption by improving insulation and intends to start by 
insulating it's 5,000 housing stock. It will report every two years starting in 2015 
 
Herts CC document . A Brighter Future considered alternative energy sources for Hertfordshire. 
The Government in 2004 set a target for 14% renewable energy production by 2010 , although the 
reports seems to indicate that onshore wind and biomass  was feasible but only , at that time 
produced 3% of the required energy production . The report further stated that to reduce energy 
useage by even 5% was difficult due to the cost to the home owner but did state that increased 
demand for products would reduce the unit cost . It did state that there was a possibility that solar 
power either for  electricity production or hearing purposes would prove to be a valid method of 
energy reduction but the report was written in 2005 and since this date the government  has 
reduced  the FIT allowance , thus this may no longer be a valid assumption . It concluded that 
there was a possible 50% reduction in the Hertfordshire energy consumption if only 10% of the 
new built houses were built to providelow energy useage. 
 
As stated previously Redbourn residents would seem to be content with their broadband speed but 
the Hertfordshire CC state that by 2016  52,500  homes will benefit from super fast fibre 
broadband, thus BT Open Reach states that it will be eventually rolled out over the County  
 

There will be opportunity for large scale commercial solar useage and thus Redbourn must face that 

in the current climate, local farmers may wish to convert their agricultural land to solar energy 

farmsPARKINSONS UK WEST HERTS BRANCH 

P R E S S   R E L E A S E 
  

 

CHAIRMAN OF THREE RIVERS DISTRICT COUNCIL ATTENDS FUNDRAISING LUNCH 

IN AID OF PARKINSON’S WEST HERTS 

 

Cllr Eric Roberts, Chairman of Three Rivers District Council, together with his wife and consort, 

Vivien, braved the heavy rain to attend the annual lunch of the West Herts Branch of Parkinson’s 

UK last Friday (24th July). 



 

 

 

The lunch is hosted each year at the home of Sir Richard Nicholls, a former Lord Mayor of London, 

who has Parkinson’s himself, and his wife Sheila.  More than 50 members of the branch made the 

journey in very difficult weather to the house, which is just outside Sarratt. 

 

Cllr Roberts has adopted Parkinson’s UK as one of his charities during his year of office.  He told 

branch members that he hopes to attend future events held by the branch, as well as hosting his own 

events throughout the year, with some of the proceeds going to Parkinson’s UK. 

 

Parkinson’s UK West Herts branch offers support groups in St Albans, Watford and Hemel 

Hempstead, dance and singing classes to help people with Parkinson’s with their movement and 

speech problems, and regular monthly meetings with guest speakers.  Funds raised from these 

events go to pay for the classes and support activities. 

 

Branch Secretary Richard Windle said: ‘The lunch is prepared and served by volunteers from the 

branch. We usually take our tea and coffee out into the lovely gardens, but it wasn’t really possible 

to do that on this occasion. We are very grateful to Sir Richard and Lady Sheila for hosting this 

event once again, and to Cllr and Mrs Roberts for supporting our fundraising efforts.’ 

ENDS 

 

Photograph shows from left to right, Mrs Vivien Roberts, Branch Secretary Richard Windle, 

volunteer Ros Aldridge, Cllr Eric Roberts Chairman of Three Rivers District Council. 

 

 

. In all probability , Redbourn Parish will be probably be unsuitable for large scale wind farms but 
small solo wind turbines such as that at the  Hertfordshire Garden Centre may continue to be built 
 
SADC will definitely be in favour of carbon neutral housing as this will aid in its carbon reduction 
target 
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