
Neighbourhood Plan Report on Youth Facilities 

 

A former temporary school on the corner of The Common and The Park eventually 

came to house the Youth Club, which was originally run by the County Council’s 

Youth Service.  The parish council owned the land, and looked after the building, 

which was also used as a polling station and hired out for ad hoc events. Eventually 

the 80 year old building, which was always intended to be temporary, was no longer 

usable and the Youth Service closed the youth club.  The intention was that the youth 

club would resume when a new building was constructed by the Parish Council, and 

the facilities would be shared by what was now Youth Connexions and the parish 

council.  After planning and construction delays, the new Parish Centre was opened, 

but by then cuts had been made to Youth Connexions and they were no longer 

prepared to run the youth club. After an attempt by parish councillors and other 

volunteers to pay Youth Connexions to run the club from grant funding and fund 

raising events failed, the youth club became a club for 11-13 year olds (younger than 

the minimum age specified by Youth Connexions) and run by volunteers including 

three parish councillors.  This club uses the Main Hall and foyer on Tuesday 

evenings.  Its aim is to allow children who attend secondary schools in Harpenden and 

St Albans to retain friendship groups in the village and continue to keep their links 

with Redbourn.  

 

The 13+ age group is now provided with a Youth Café, the first in the District.  After 

a search for suitable premises, it is now located at the Recreation Centre, and is open 

on Friday evenings.  It has proved very popular with young people in Redbourn. The 

café itself is in the bar area, but attendees are able to use the hall for sporting activities 

and in fine weather the playing fields outside.  There are tables and chairs out on the 

terrace as well as inside the bar, and a small meeting room leading from the bar is 

used for Playstation games.  Unlike the youth club it is for ‘hanging out’, and there 

are fewer organised activities, although there is a plan for the young people to set up 

their own council and decide what activities they would like to do. 

 

Redbourn Youth Parish Council was set up after there had been no youth council for 

some years.  The previous youth council had broken up when the members went away 

to university.  The parish council worked with Youth Connexions to ensure that 

younger teenagers joined the council so that they had some years before they faced A 

levels and then moved away to university.  This was very successful for some years, 

and youth council members took part in raising funds for the new youth club, the 

refurbishment of East Common play area, and Redbourn 900.  They also carried out a 

survey of teenagers at the Scout summer fair, and other events to find out the demand 

for a youth club in order to access funding.  Each year the Youth Parish Council holds 

a Christmas tea party at the parish centre for the elderly and isolated, which is well 

attended. 

 

What is missing are facilities for those teenagers who still prefer to hang around 

outside with their friends.  For some time there has been talk of a Youth Shelter, and a 

temporary shelter circulating around the district has been promised to Redbourn at 

some time in the future.  This would allow the testing out of locations before 

committing to a permanent shelter.  There was discussion on a permanent shelter near 

the newly refurbished East Common play area, but like some of the other areas in the 

village, there was opposition from residents.  At the moment most of these young 



people hang out in bus shelters, mainly in Lybury Lane, which is near a lot of older 

people’s housing – leading to complaints.  The latest suggestion is that, building on 

the success of the youth café and the outdoor activities for young people at the 

Recreation Centre, a youth shelter be constructed on the playing fields. 

 

Redbourn has many activities for children and pre-teens, from Cubs, Brownies, 

Scouts (Guides have to travel to Markyate at the moment) to cricket, tennis, and 

activities at the Recreation Centre such as roller disco, trampolining and gymnastics.  

Much younger children have mother and toddler groups, musical activities and baby 

gym activities.  The junior school, village hall and recreation centre all provide 

venues for children’s activities.   

 

It was estimated in 2011 by Youth Connexions workers that just under five hundred 

13 to 19 year olds live in Redbourn. 


